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Chapter  233,  sec.  75 

Printed  copies  of  rules  and  regulations  purporting  to  be  issued  by 
authority  of  any  department,  commission,  board  or  Officer  of  the 
Commonwealth  or  any  city  or  town  having  authority  to  adopt  them, 
or  printed  copies  of  any  ordinances  or  town  by-laws,  shall  be  ad- 
mitted without  certification  or  attestations,  but  if  this  genuineness 
is  questioned,  the  court  may  require  such  certifications  or  attesta- 
tions thereof  as  it  deems  necessary. 
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CHARLES  H.  W.  FOSTER 
Secretary 


Tel.  inn^ 


June  29,  1973 


The  Honorable  John  F.  X.  Davoren 
Secretary  of  the  Conmonwealth 
State  House 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02133 

Dear  Sir: 


CO 

i.7\ 


Attached  to  this  letter  is  a  set  of  regulations  for  filing  in  your-.^ 
office.   The  regulations  have  heen  adopted  by  the  Executive  Office  of  Eir^lr- 
onmental  Affairs  pursuant  to  General  Laws,  Chapter  30,  Section  62,  and  ref- 
late to  the  preparation  of  environmental  impact  reports  and  the  adoption  of 
related  rules  and  regulations  by  certain  public  agencies. 

Pursuant  to  General  Lavs,  Chapter  30A,  opportunity  for  public  comment 
has  been  provided.  A  hearing  was  held  on  June  11,  1973. 


.--■-^^) 
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Sincerely, 

Charles  H.  W.  Foster 

Secretary  of  Environmental  Affairs 
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1.    GEITERAL  PROVISIONS 


1.1  Authority.  These  regulations  are  promulgated  hy  the  Secretary  of  the 
Executive  Office  of  Eiivirom!ienta,l  Affairs  (hereinafter  the  secreta.ry) 
pursuant  to  authority  granted  by  Section  62  of  Chapter  30  of  the  Gen- 
eral Lavs  (hereinafter  C.30,s.62). 

1.2  Purpose.   These  regulations 'are  promulgated  to  create  a  uniform  system 
for  the  preparation  of  enviroiunental  impact  reports  and  are  intended  to 
serve  tvo  specific  purposes: 

(a)  They  are  guidelines  for  use  hy  the  secretaries  of  the  executive 
offices  to  assist  each  of  them  in  the  promulgation  of  rules  and 
regulations,  pursuant  to  C.30,s.62,  applicable  to  all  agencies, 
departments,  boards,  commissions,  authorities  or  instrumentalities^ 
vithin  each  of  such  executive  offices.   Rules  and  regulations  |a-e-rr  ^ 
pared  by  such  secretaries  which  are  consistent  with  the  provisfcnsf^  i^ 
of  these  regulations  will  be  approved  by  the  secretary.   Thesec-sseg-^^;;' 
ulations  may  serve  to  guide  the  preparation  of  impact  reports  ^    ~ ;:! 
vithin  the  executive  offices  until  superceding  regulations  havb^-^  '    l 
been  adopted  by  each  of  such  offices.  C^    ] --i 

(b)  They  are  guidelines  for  the  preparation  of  enTironmental  impacts?  '^'<,- 
reports  or  the  promulgation  of  rules  and  regulations  by  all  ageff-  '■     - 
cies  which  are  not  within  any  executive  office  but  vrhich  are  r^ 
q_uired  to  prepare  environmental  impact  reports  pursuant  to  C.30, 
s.62.   Such  regulations  arc  not  required  to  bs  approved  by  the 
secretary  but  such  repoi'ts  shall  be  submitted  to  the  secretary  as 
provided  in  these  regulations. 


1 . 3  Relationship  of  General  Lavs  Chapter  30,  section  61 . 

(a)  Meaning  of  Chapter  30,  section  61. 

Massachusetts  General  Lavs,  Chapter  30,  section  61  (hereinafter C  .30, s  ,6l) 
requires  all  agencies  of  the  commonwealth  to  review  and  evaluate  all  of 
their  activities,  to  determine  the  impact  on  the  natural  environment  of 
such  activities  and  to  use  "all  practicable  means  and  measures  to  mini- 
mize damage  to  the  environment."  The  section  defines  "damage  to  the 
environment"  as  significant  actual  or  probable  destruction,  damage  or 
impairment  to  the  natural  resources  and  historic  sites  of  the  common- 
wealth, and  gives  examples  of  vhat  types  of  damage  are  included.   The 
section  contains  a  requirement  that  all  statutes  of  the  commionwealth 
"shall  be  interpreted  and  administered  so  as  to  minim.ize  and  prevent 
damage  to  the  environment . " 

C. 30,8. 61  is  thus  a  requirement  that  agencies  shall  consider  the  impact 
on  the  environment  of  all  of  their  activities  and  that  they  shall  use 
all  feasible  and  practicable  m.eans  and  measures  to  minimize  or  avoid 
damage  to  the  environment.   In  addition,  the  sectisn  specifically  states 
that  all  agency  decisions  shall  inclvide  findings  wiich  describe  environ- 
mental impact  and  sta.te  that  all  feasible  measures  have  been  taken  to 
avoid  or  minimize  adverse  impact.   The  language  of  the  section  specif- 
ically prohibits  interpretations  of  the  section  or  of  any  other  statute 
except  those  interpretations  which  will  m.inimize  snd   prevent  erviron- 
ments^l  dam.age ,  unless  there  is  a,  clear  contrary  intent  in  the  statute. 


(b)  Relationship  of  C.30,s.6l  to  C.30,s.62. 

C.30,s.6l  requires  all  agencies  to  reviev  and  evaluate  all  of  their  ac- 
tivities so  that  they  can  describe  environmental  impact  and  further  re- 
quires them  to  avoid  or  minimize  that  impact.   C.30,s.62  requires  the 
establishment  of  a  system  for  vrriting  and  revie-wing  environmental  impact ' 
reports.  The  evaluation  required  by  C.30,s.6l  will  be  contained  in  the 
impact  report  and  the  required  findings  should  be  based  on  that  report , 
although  the  findings  are  not  part  of  the  report  itself.  C.30,s.6l 
shoiild  thus  be  viewed  as  the  last  fetep  of  a  process  designed  to  lead  to 
the  full  disclosm.-'e  of  environmental  impact  through  thr-   C.?0.s.62  pro- 
cedures and  then  to  the  actual  avoidance  or  minimizing  of  adverse  en- 
vironmental im.pact  by  decisions  made  in  compliance  with  C.30,s.6l.   Sec- 
tion 61  sets  the  environmental  standards  for  agency  decisions,  the  sec- 
tion 62  process  will  provide  the  evidence  for  such  decisions. 

l.k     Purpose  of  Environmental  Impact  Reports.   An  environmental  im.pact  report 
is  an  informiational  planning  document  which,  when  fully  prepared  accord- 
ing to  applicable  regulations  and  C.30,s.62  will  inform  public  decision- 
makers and  the  general  public  of  the  environmental  effects  of  the  activ- 
ities public  decision-makers  propose  to  carry  out  or  approve.  An  envir- 
onmental impact  report  is  a  useful  planning  tool  to  enable  environmental 
damages  and  benefits  to  be  fully  disclosed  and  considered  by  public  agenr 
cies  before  they  make  their  decisions.   Consequently,  environmental  im- 
pact reports  must  be  prepared,  and  the  environment  considered,  as  early 
in  the  agency  planning  and  decision-making  process  as  is  possible,  and  ■ 
in  any  case,  before  the  final  decision  is  made.   An  environmental  impact 
report  should  not  be  used  to  justify  or  support  a  decision  which  has  al- 
ready been  made.   Enviroriraental  impact  reports,  whether  prepared  by  the 
agency  itself,  through  outside  contractual  arrangem.ents,  or  otherwise, 
must  be  carefully  considered  by  agency  d.ecision-makers  before  they  de- 
cide to  proceed  with  a  project  and  before  they  determine  the  final  form, 
which  the  project  will  take.   Indications  of  adverse  environmental  im- 
pact appearing  in  an  environmental  impact  report  do  not  in  themselves 
require  that  a  proposed  activity  be  halted.  Agencies  retain  existing 
authority,  including  their  own  legal  authority  and  all  other  generally 
applicable  law  such  as  C.30,s.6l,  to  make  their  decisions  based  on  a  bal- 
.  ancing  of  environmental,  economic  and  social  objectives. 


2.   DEFINITIONS.  As  used  in  these  regulations,  the  following  words  shall 
have  the  following  meanings :- 

^•1   "Agency" ,  any  agency,  department,  board,  commission,  or  authority  of  the 
commonwealth;  and  any  authority  of  any  political  subdivision  including 
housing  and  redevelopment  authorities,  but  excluding  all  agencies  of  pol- 
itical subdivisions  which  are  not  specifically  created  as  authorities 
pursuant  to  the  General  Laws ; 

2.2  "Days",  calendar  days;  provided,  that  in  computing  time  periods  such 

periods  shall  exclude  the  day  of  the  event  vrhich  starts  the  period  run- 
ning and  further  provided  that  if  the  last  day  of  a  period  falls  on   a 
Saturday,  Sunday  or  a  legal  holiday  such  period  shall  be  extended  to  the 
end  of  the  next  business  day; 


2.3   "Environmental  Impact",  any  significant  "benefit  or  damage  to,  or  im- 
pairment of  the  natural  resources  of  the  commonwealth  as  defined  in 
Chapter  30,  section  6l  of  the  General  Lavs; 

2.k      "Project" ,  any  work,  project  or  activity  of  any  agency  which  may  have 

environmental  impact  and  which  is,  (a)  directly  undertaken  by  the  agen- 
cy, or  (h)  which  is  supported  by  any  form  of  financial  assistance  from 
an  agency,  or  (c)  which  involves  the  issuance  of  a  lease,  permit,  li- 
cense, certificate,  or  any  entitlement  for  use  hy  an  agency, 

25.   "Secretary",  the  secretary  of  the  executive  office  of  environmental 
affairs. 

2.6  "Significant",   significance  should  be  determined  according  to  the  mag- 
nitude of  an  impact  and  its  probability  of  occurring.   Improbable  events 
may,  for  example,  be  significant  if  the  magnitude  of  the  possible  effect 
is  sufficiently  important.   Small  impacts  can  have  a  cumulative  effect 
which  is  significant.   Irreversibility,  effect  on  man,  degree  of  change, 
duration  of  impact,  and  scope  and  stability  of  affected  ecosystems  are 
all  factors  which  are  relevant  in  determining  significance. 


3.    INITIAL  PROCEDURES 

3 . 1  Preparation  of  the  Environmental  Assessment  Fonn. 

(a)  During  the  initial  planning  phase  of  any  project  which  may  cause 
significant  environmental  damage,  an  agency  shall  decide  whether 

it  will  prepare  an  Environmental  Impact  Report  by  using  an  Environ- 
mental Assessment  Form  (See  Appendix  A)  to  assist  it  in  making 
this  decision  and  submitting  the  com-pleted  Environmental  Assess- 
ment Form  to  the  secretary. 

(b)  Blank  Environmental  Assessment  Forms  will  be  available  upon  re- 
guest  from  the  Executive  Office  of  Environmental  Affairs. 

(c)  The  Environmental  Assessment  Form  is  not  an  environmental  impact 
report  or  a  draft  report  within  the  meaning  of  C.30,s.62. 

(d)  If  it  is  decided  by  the  agency  that  a  draft  environmental  impact 
report  will  be  prepared,  work  on  it  shall  begin  immediately.   If 
it. is  decided  that  a  report  will  not  be  prepared,  the  agency  need 
prepare  no  additional  paperwork  after  the  Environmental  Assessment 
Form  is  submitted  to  the  secretary,  except  as  may  be  required  un- 
der the  provisions  of  Regulation  3.2  (c). 

(e)  In  the  rare  situations  where  immediate  emergency  action  by  an  agen- 
cy is  essential  to  avoid  an  imminent  threat  to  public  health  or 
safety,  or  a  serious  and  immediate  threat  to  the  natural  resources, 
a  project  may  commence  without  an  Assessment  Form  or  an  impact  re- 
port; provided  that,  wherever  possible,  the  agency  shall  have  ob- 
tained the  prior  written  approval  of  the  secretary.   Within  60 
days  following  the  initiation  of  such  project  the  agency  shall  com- 
mence compliance  with  the  provisions  of  these  regiilations.   Any  im- 
pact report  prepared  under  this  section  should  specifically  con- 
sider alternatives  to  the  irmuediate  emergency  action,  the  length 

of  time  for  which  the  immediate  action  should  be  continued,  and  the 
desirability  of  taking  similar  action  in  similar  circumstances  in 
the  future. 


k. 


(f )  The  agency  shall  indicate  on  the  Environmental  Assessment  Form 
whether  an  "Extensive"  Draft  Report  or  a  "Standard"  Draft  Report 
will  Le  prepared.   The  need  for  an  Extensive  Report  shall  he  de- 
termined on  the  "basis  of  the  following  factors: 

(1)  the  magnitude  of  the  potential  environmental  impact  caused  by 
the  project; 

(2)  the  availability  of  reasonable  alternatives  that  warrant  care- 
ful analysis;  and. 

(3)  the  extent  to  which  more  in-depth  analysis  would  help  to  re- 
solve uncertainties  about  possible  environmental  impacts  of 
the  proposed  project  or  its  alternatives. 

An  Extensive  Report  shall  be  mandatory  in  any  case  if  required  by 
the  secretary. 

In  addition  to  the  discussion  of  alternatives  required  by  section 
6  5  Part  IV,  the  difference  between  a  Standard  Report  and  an  Ex- 
tensive Report  is  a  matter  of  degree,  both  in  depth  and  breadth 
of  analysis.  A  Standard  Report  should  not,  for  example,  require 
more  than  six  professional  man-months  of  effort,  and  may  require 
much  less  depending  on  the  project. 

(g)  If  a  submitting  agency  decides  not  to  proceed  with  a  project  after 
an  Environmental  Assessment  Form  has  been  submitted  indicating  that 
a  report  will  be  filed  for  the  project,  the  agency  shall  notify  the 
secretary  in  writing  of  its  decision. 

(h)  If  a  proposed  project  is  changed  so  that  it  may  cause  significant 
environmental  damage  after  an  Environmental  Assessment  Form  has 
been  submitted  indicating  that  a  report  will  not  be  filed  for  the 
project,  the  project  shall  be  re- evaluated  and  a  new  Environmental 
Assessment  Form  submitted. 

3.2  Submittal  of  Environmental  Assessment  Forms. 


(a)  Upon  the  submission  to  the  secretary  of  an  Environmental  Assessment 
Form  which  concludes  that  a  project  will  not  cause  significant  en- 
vironmental damage  (a  Negative  Assessment),  the  originating  agency 
shall  distribute  copies  of  the  form  to  those  reviewing  agencies, 
departments,  boards,  commissions,  divisions  or  authorities  desig- 
nated by  the  secretary  as  having  jurisdiction  by  law  or  special  ex- 
pertise with  respect  to  any  environmental  impact  involved  (Appendix 
B). 

(b)  The  originating  agency  shall  give  public  notice  of  the  submission 
of  such  a  Negative  Assessment  and  shall  make  copies  of  the  form 
available  to  interested  members  of  the  public,  all  pursuant  to  sec- 
tion 7.3. 

(c)  Within  thirty  days  after  the  receipt  of  a  Negative  Assessment  or 

a  notice  of  intention  to  prepare  a  Draft  Report,  the  secretary  shall 
issue  a  written  statement  indicating  whether  or  not,  in  his  judg- 
ment, the  Negative  Assessment,  or  the  decision  to  write  either  an 
Extensive  or  Standard  Report,  adequately  and  properly  complies  with 
the  provisions  of  these  regulations.   Failure  to  act  within  such 
thirty  day  period  shall  be  of  the  same  effect  as  the  approval  of 
the  secretary. 


5. 


It.    COMBINED  EWIROrJMI^NTAL  II^^'ACT  REPORTS 

14,1  Where  separate  projects  are  substantially  similar  in  their  environment- 
al  impact  and  are  undertaken  repeatedly,  the  secretary  may  permit  an 
agency  to  prepare  a  combined  environmental  imipact  report  covering 
such  actions.     The  combined  report  shall  comply  with  these  or  other 
applicable  regulations,  shall  specifically  identify  the  covered  projects, 
and  shall  describe  the  cum.ulative  environmental  impact  of  the  projects. 
An  agency  using  a  combined  report  shall  prepare  a  esw  report  if  the 
projects  intended  to  be  covered  by  such  report  change  significantly. 
Ko  project  covered  by  a  combined  report  shall  require  another  report. 
Combined  reports  shall  be  prepared  to  apply  to  projects  to  take  place 
during  a  specified  time  in  the  future  but  in  no  case  for  longer  than 
two  years.   The  secretary  may  at  any  time  require  a  separate  impact  re- 
port for  any  project  which  is  covered  by  a  combined  report.   Combined 
reports  may,  for  example,  be  used  to  assess  the  overall  environmental 
impact  of  a  series  of  routine  projects  or  licensing  or  permitting  activ- 
ities. 


5.    JOINT  EWIROroiERTAI,  IMPACT  REPORTS 

5.1  When  two  or  more  agencies  are  involved  in  a  project,  they  may  file  a 

jointly  prepared  environmental  impact  report.   Content  and  form  will  be 
the  same  as  that  of  a  report  prepared  by  a  single  agency,  except  that 
differences  in  agency  opinion  about  specific  item.s  in  the  report  should 
be  indicated.   Agencies  may  agree  on  a  single  agency  to  prepare  the  re- 
port but  in  such  case  each  agency  remains  mutually  responsible  for  the 
content  of  the  joint  report.   If  a  single  agency  prepares  a  joint  report, 
the  report  shall  be  prepared  pursuant  to  regulations  applicable  to  that 
agency.   If  agencies  cannot  agree  on  a  single  agency  to  prepare  a  joint 
report,  the  secretary  may  designate  one  agency. 


6.    ENVIRONLffiNTAL  IMPACT  REPORT  CONTENTS 

6.1  The  depth  and  level  of  analysis  throughout  the  repcart  should  be  commen- 
surate with  the  magnitude  of  the  project,  the  availability  of  alterna- 
tive projects  and  alternative  methods  to  reduce  impact,  the  extent  to 
which  detailed  analysis  would  help  to  resolve  uncertainty  about  environ- 
mental impacts,  and  the  decision  to  prepare  either  a.  "Standard"  or  an 
"Extensive"  report. 

An  environmental  impact  report  shall  contain  the  following  parts: 

PART  I  -  A  copy  of  the  completed  Environmental  Assessment  Form  for  the 
project . 
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PART  II  -  Sumraary  sheet  or  sheets. 

There  shall  be  a  sumcary  sheet  or  sheets,  written  in  clear  and  non- 
technical language,  which  shall  contain 
{&)   the  name  of  the  project  and  a  brief  description  of  it, 

(b)  any  applicable  federal  or  state  identification  number, 

(c)  the  name  of  the  agency  preparing  the  report, 

(d)  the  date  that  the  report  vas  submitted  to  the  secretary, 

(e)  an  indication  as  to  whether  the  report  is  a  draft  or  final  report, 

(f)  a  brief  description  of  the  project  indicating  which  counties  and 
municipalities  are  particularly  affected,  and 

(g)  a  summary  of  the  major  benefits,  costs  and  environmental  impacts  of 
the  project  and  its  alternatives. 

FART  III  -  Description  of  the  project. 

This  part  should  discuss  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  proposed  work. 

It  shall  include : 

(a)  The  tyjie   of  project; 

(b)  The  objectives  of  the  project,  and  a  specific  discussion  of  the  bene- 
fits of  the  project; 

(c)  A  general  description  of  the  project's  characteristics  (e.g.,  size, 
dollar  cost,  location,  etc.).   ¥here  appropriate,  the  location  and 
boundaries  of  a  proposed  project  should  be  indicated  on  a  detailed 
map,  an  8h"   x  11"  portion  of  a  T^  minute  U.S.G.S.  Topographic  Quad- 
rangle Map  or  other  map; 

(d)  An  approximate  timetable  for  the  project; 

(e)  The  method  of  construction,  where  applicable. 

PART   IV  -  A  description  of  the  environment  of  the  area  likely  to  be  af- 
fected by  the  pro-posed  project. 

This  part  should  describe  the  environmental  surroundings  as  they  exist 
before  the  project  is  commenced.   The  economic,  ph^fsical,  and  social 
characteristics,  both  of  the  immediate  area  of  the  project  and  of  the 
surrounding  region,  should  be  described.   Environmental  characteristics 
discussed  shall  include:   (a)  physiography,  (b)  plant  and  animal  species 
and  ecosystems,  (c)  water,  (d)  open  space,  (e)  scenic  qualities,  (f)  air 
and  water  quality,  (g)  man-made  features,  including  historical  features, 
(h)  current  nature  of  man's  use  of  the  area.   Any  rare  or  unique  aspects 
of  the  area,  that  might  not  be  common  to  other  similar  areas  within  the 
commonwealth,  shall  be  specifically  itemized.   All  applicable  environ- 
mental regulatory  requirements  shall  be  described.  This  list  of  factors 
is  meant  to  be  used  as  a  guide,  rather  than  as  a  limit  to  the  analysis. 
Other  topics  shall  be  included  where  significant. 

PART  V  -  Alternatives  to  the  proposed  project. 

Alternatives  to  the  proposed  action  m.ust  be  listed,  and  the  major  bene- 
fits and  costs  of  each  described. 

The  alternatives  shall  be  evaluated  giving  primary  consideration  to  the 
evaluating  agency's  mission,  the  mandate  of  C.30,s.6l  that  agencies  use 
all  practicable  means  and  measures  to  minimize  danage  to  the  environment, 
and  the  protection  of  the  public  interest . 


Agencies  are  urged  to  make  use  of  the  resources  of  appropriate  federal, 
state,  and  local  agencies,  private  groups  and  educational  institutions 
in  evaluating  alternatives  to  their  proposed  projects. 

Where  an  agency  has  received  the  approval  of  the  secretary  for  the  use 
of  a  Standard  environmental  impact  report  pursuant  to  regulation  3.1(f) 
the  agency  need  consider  only  those  alternatives  which  that  agency  could 
implement,  including  the  alternatives  of  deferring  action  and  of  taking 
no  action.   IvTiere  an  agency  is  preparing  an  Extensive  impact  report  pur- 
suant to  regulation  3.1(f)  the  agency  must  consider  all  reasonable  al- 
ternatives to  the  proposed  project,  including  the  alternatives  of  defer- 
ring action  and  of  taking  no  action.   Alternatives  not  discussed  because 
of  their  presumed  inferiority  must  be  noted. 

PART  VI  -  The  probable  impact  of  the  proposed  project  and  its  alterna- 
tives on  the  envirorjient . 

Both  damage  and  benefits  to  the  environment  arising  from  the  project  and 
its  alternatives  must  be  discussed  in  this  section. 

Both  primary  and  secondary  consequences  shall  be  included.   For  instance, 
analyze  a  highway  project  in  terms  of  land  area  taken  for  the  roadway 
(primary)  and  expected  population  dispersal,  land  use,  and  automotive 
pollution  resulting  from  the  roadway  (secondary).  All  phases  of  the 
project  (e.g.,  including  acquisition,  construction,  development,  and  op- 
erating life),  m.ust  be  considered  when  evaluating  the  impact  of  a  project 
on  the  environment.   Items  in  the  Envirorjnental  Assessment  Form,  can  be 
used  as  a  guide  for  anticipating  the  types  of  impact  that  can  occur ,  hut 
should  not  be  considered  as  all-inclusive. 

Trace  the  impacts  through  to  their  ultimate  effect  on  man.  Those  impacts 
which  immediately  or  ultimately  have  a  recognizable  impact  on  man  should 
be  emphasized,  but  impact  on  ecological  systems  such  as  wildlife,  vege- 
tation and  marine  life  must  also  be  included.   Quantify  the  impacts  and 
their  economic  value  where  possible. 

If  there  is  uncertainty  about  potential  impacts  and  their  probabilities, 
these  uncertainties  should  be  expressed.   If  disagreements  exist,  they 
should  be  indicated.   If  the  information  obtained  by  the  project  would 
be  of  valiie  in  assessing  the  environmental  impact  of  future  projects, 
this  should  be  noted.  Agencies  should  be  careful  to  state  all  areas  in 
which  they  feel  data  concerning  impacts  is  unreliable  or  inadequate. 

The  time  frame  of  environmental  impacts  must  be  specified.   Short-term 
and  long-term  environmental  consequences  which  cannot  be  avoided,  should 
the  work  be  performed,  must  be  described.   The  degree  of  irreversibility 
of  impacts  should  be  indicated.   Uncertainty  about  the  time  freme  or 
about  the  degree  of  irreversibility  should  be  treated  explicitly. 

Effects  which  depend  on  the  actions  or  projects  of  other  agencies  or  on 
other  actions  by  the  agency  preparing  the  report  should  be  identified 
as  such.   For  such  cumulative  or  otherwise  interdependent  effects,  the 
possible  impacts  of  the  project  should  be  estim.ated  both  under  the  as- 
sumption that  the  other  action(s)  or  project(s)  is  (are)  undertaken,  and 
under  the  assumption  that  it  is  (they  are)  not. 


In  general,  this  section  must  include  information  and  technical  data 
adequate  to  permit  a  careful  assessment  of  environmental  impact  by 
commenting  agencies  and  other  interested  parties.   However,  it  should 
not  include  unnecessary  description  or  detail  in  excess  of  that  needed 
for  evaluation  and  review  of  environmental  impact. 

PART  VII  -  All  measures  being  utili/.ed  to  minimize  environmental  damage. 
Any  measures  during  design,  construction  or  operation  that  are  currently 
included  in  the  proposed  project  to  reduce  adverse  environmental  impact 
or  to  produce  a  beneficial  impact  shall  be  described. 

Alternative  measures  which  might  feasibly  be  considered  for  use  in  the 
proposed  project  to  reduce  damages  to  levels  equal  to  or  below  those 
achieved  by  the  proposed  project  shall  also  be  listed.   In  addition,  al- 
ternative measures  which  might  feasibly  result  in  an  environmental  bene- 
fit shall  be  listed. 

Disagreements  as  to  the  relative  merits  and  costs  of  these  alternatives 
should  be  noted. 

PART  VIII  -  Written  comments  by  reviewing  agencies  and  the  TPublic  ,  if 
any,  and  responses  by  the  preparing  agency. 

A  list  of  all  agencies  to  which  environmental  impact  reports  have  been 
submitted  for  review  and  comment  shall  be  included  in  the  reports. 

Written  comments,  if  any,  by  all  reviewing  agencies,  and  any  state  agency, 
department,  board,  commission,  division,  or  authority  which  has  juris- 
diction by  law  or  special  expertise  with  respect  to  any  environmental 
impact  involved  shall  be  included  in  a  final  report.   Such  comments  and 
responses  to  them  shall  be  included  pursuant  to  regulation  7.6.   (Appen- 
dix B  contains  a  list  of  designated  agencies.) 


7.    PREPARATION  AND  REVIEW  OF  ENVIRONMENTAL  IMPACT  REPORTS 

7.1  Draft  Environmental  Im.pact  Report  Preparation.   Agencies  shall  include 
the  preparation  of  a  draft  environmental  impact  report  as  a  part  of  the 
initial  planning  and  design  phase  of  the  project.   In  order  to  achieve 
the  greatest  possible  involvement  of  agency  personnel  and  decision-makers 
in  the  assessment  and  consideration  of  environmental  impact,  agencies 
are  urged  to  use  their  ovm  full-time  staff  as  much  as  possible  in  the 
preparation  of  the  report.   Agencies  are  further  encouraged  to  adopt 
their  own  internal  regulations  to  insure  that  the  preparation  of  impact 
reports  will  be  orderly,  efficient  and  effective.   Where  agencies  feel 
that  they  do  not  possess  the  skill  or  manpower  sufficient  to  prepare  an 
adequate  report,  the  use  of  qualified  outside  consultants  is  encouraged. 
Consultants  shall  be  selected  pursuant  to  section  11.  of  these  regulations, 
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7 . 2  Draft  Environmental  Impact  Report  circulation;  state  agencies. 
Draft  reports  shall,  upon  completion,  "be  submitted  to  the  secretary, 
the  State  Clearinghouse  within  the  Office  of  State  Planning  and  Manage- 
ment, the  appropriate  regional  planniqg  commlssion(s) ,  and  the  attorney 
general . 

The  State  Clearinghouse  will  coordinate  the  review  of  such  reports  by 
state  agencies  designated  by  the  secretary  or  otherwise  knovm  by  the 
preparing  agency  or  State  Clearinghouse  as  having  jurisdiction  by  law 
or  special  expertise  with  respect  to  any  environmental  Impact  involved. 

Regional  planning  commissions  utilizing  existing  procedures  for  conduct- 
ing environmental  Impact  reviews,  shall  coordinate  the  review  of  draft 
environmental  impact  reports  at  the  regional  and  local  level. 

7 . 3  Draft  Environmental  Impact  Report  circulation;  general  public. 
Agencies  shall,  upon  completion  of  a  draft  environmental  Impact  report, 
publish  notice  of  the  availability  of  such  report  in  a  newspaper  of  gen- 
eral circulation  in  the  area  affected  by  the  project  and  in  a  daily 
newspaper  of  statwide  circulation.   Agencies  shall  malie  copies  of  the 
draft  report  available  to  public  libraries  and  other  appropriate  institu- 
tions in  the  area  of  the  proposed  project.   Agencies  shall  make  copies 
of  the  draft  report  available  to  the  general  public  upon  request  and 

may  charge  the  public  for  the  cost  of  reproduction  of  such  copies. 

7.^  Date  for  receipt  of  comments.   Agencies  may  by  regiilation  or  otherwise 

establish  a  date  by  which  -i-Trltten  comments  from  the  State  Clearinghouse, 
state  and  regional  agencies,  and  the  general  public  must  be  received  but 
in  no  case  shall  this  date  be  sooner  than  thirty  days  from  the  date  of 
receipt  by  the  Clearinghouse  or  from  the  date  of  publication  of  the 
notice  of  the  availability  of  the  draft  report,  whichever  is  later. 

The  Clearinghouse  shall  complete  the  review  within  the  thirty  days  but 
In  cases  where  due  to  unusual  circumstances  this  is  not  possible,  the 
Clearinghouse  may  extend  the  review  period  by  an  additional  fifteen  days. 
The  originating  agency  shall  be  notified  by  the  Clearinghouse  of  the 
need  for  this  extension  before  the  end  of  the  original  review  period. 
The  specific  date  by  which  comments  must  be  received  shall  appear  on  each 
draft  report . 

7.5  Public  hearings .   Agencies  are  encouraged  to  hold  public  hearings,  in- 
formal workshops  or  public  meetings  at  appropriate  times  before  and 
during  preparation  of  an  impact  report ,  and  to  adopt  appropriate  reg- 
ulations or  internal  procedures  for  the  conduct  of  such  hearings,  work- 
shops or  meetings.   Vrhere  an  agency  is  required  to  hold  a  public  hearing 
on  a  project,  environmental  impact  should  be  one  of  the  matters  consid- 
ered at  such  hearings.   In  the  case  of  projects  which  are  likely  to  be 
controversial,  agencies  are  urged  to  encourage  and  make  use  of  public 
comment  and  resources  as  early  in  the  planning  process  as  is  possible 
and  before  the  production  of  a  draft  environmental  Impact  report  if  pos- 
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sible.  Agencies  are  further  urged  to  make  as  much  information  as 
possible  available  to  the  public  concerning  the  proposed  project  to 
maximize  the  effect  of  a  hearing,  workshop  or  meeting,  and  to  enable 
the  agency  to  best  utilize  public  participation  to  determine  the  con- 
tent of  impact  reports.   Agencies  should  provide  sufficient  notice 
time  before  any  hearing,  workshop  or  meeting  to  permit  the  public  to 
prepare  adequately,  and  to  make  informed  contributions  at  the  hearing 
or  meeting. 

7.6  Final  Environmental  Im.pact  Report  preparation.   After  the  date  for  the 
receipt  of  comments  on  the  draft  report  has  passed,  the  agency  shall 
prepare  a  final  environmental  impact  report.   The  firirl  report  shall 
contain  all  commients  received  from  state  agencies  and  the  secretary  and 
shall  indicate  what  action  if  any  the  agency  has  taken  in  response  to 
such  comments.   The  final  report  shall  contain  a  description  of  the  ex- 
tent and  magnitude  of  public  response,  representative  comments  from 
members  of  the  general  public  and  an  indication  of  the  agency's  response 
to  such  comments.   The  final  report  shall  contain,  as  part  of  the  simunary, 
a  list  of  changes  made  in  the  draft  report  and  in  tiie  proposed  project. 

7.7.   Final  Environmental  Impact  Report  circulation.   The  final  environmental 
impact  report  shall  be  noticed  and  circulated  pursuant  to  regulation 
7.2  and  7.3.  The  date  of  publication  of  the  final  report  shall  be  the 
date  of  publication  of  the  nevrspaper  notice  of  availability. 

7.8  Public  documents.  The  draft  report,  final  report,  and  all  written  com- 
ments timely  received  s?iall  be  public  documents. 

7.9  Review  of  draft  and  final  reports  by  secretary.   Ie  addition  to  any 
other  comments  which  he  may  make,  the  secretary  shs.ll  ,  for  the  draft  re- 
port, within  fourteen  days  after  the  time  permitted!  for  comjnents  pur- 
suant to  regulation  7.^,  and  for  the  final  report,  vithin  thirty  days 
after  the  date  of  publication  of  the  notice  required  by  regulation  7.7j 
issue  a  written  statement,  with  specific  reasons  for  such  statement,  in- 
dicating whether  or  not  in  his  judgment  said  reports  adequately  and 
properly  comply  with  the  provisions  of  these  or  otier  applicable  regu- 
lations and  with  C.30,s.62.   If  the  secretary  fails  to  act  v;ithin  the 
required  time  periods,  such  failure  shall  be  of  ths  same  effect  as  an 
approval . 

7.10  Commencement  of  projects.  No  agency  shall  commence  any  project  until 
sixty  days  after  it  has  published  a  final  .environmental  impact  report. 


CATEGORICAL  EXEMPTIONS 

To  aid  agencies  in  determining  which  types  of  projects  do  not  involve 
significant  damage  to  the  environment  and  thus  do  not  require  the  pre- 
paration of  an  environmental  impact  report ,  the  following  list  of  ex- 
emptions is  provided.   In  adopting  rules  and  regulations  for  the  further 


11. 


implementation  of  C.30,s.62,  agencies  shall  list  iihose  specific  activ- 
ities which  fall  within  each  class,  using  the  "braider  definitions  in 
these  regulations  as  guidelines,  and  shall  submit  such  rules  and  reg- 
ulations to  the  secretary  for  his  approval.   If  bjl   agency  chooses  not 
to  specify  types  of  categorical  exemptions  in  its  o\m   rules  and  regu- 
lations, it  should  file  an  Environmental  Assessmerb  Form  for  each  pro- 
ject which  it  believes  falls  within  one  of  the  ejoanpt  classes  stating 
the  class  and  the  reasons  vhy   the  agency  believes  the  project  to  be 
exempt . 

8.1  Categorical  Exemption  Classes. 

Class  1:   Existing  Facilities.   Class  1  consists  ef  the  operation,  re- 
pair, maintenance  or  minor  alteration  of  existing  structures,  facilities, 
mechanical  equipment,  or  topographical  features,  anvolving  no  expansion 
beyond  that  previously  existing. 

Class  2:   Replacement  or  Reconstruction.   Class  2  consists  of  replacement 
or  reconstruction  of  single,  small  existing  structures  and  facilities 
where  the  new  structure  will  be  located  on  the  sams  site  as  the  structure 
replaced  and  will  have  the  same  purpose  and  capacity  as  the  structure 
replaced. 

Class  3:   New  Construction  of  Small  Structures.  Class  3  consists  of  con- 
struction and  location  of  single,  small,  new  facilities  or  structures 
and  installation  of  minor  new  equipment  and  facilities. 

Class  h:      Minor  Alterations  to  Land.   Class  h  consists  of  minor  altera- 
tions in  the  condition  of  land,  water  and/or  vegetation. 

Class  ^:   Information  Collection.  Class  5  consists  of  basic  data  col- 
lection, research,  experimental  management  and  resource  evaluation  ac- 
tivities which  do  not  result  in  a  serious  or  major  disturbance  to  the 
environment.  These  may  be  for  strictly  informatiax-gathering  purposes, 
or  as  part  of  a  study  leading  to  a  project  which  a  public  agency  has  not 
yet  approved,  adopted  or  funded. 

Class  6:   Inspections ■   Class  6  consists  of  activibies  limited  entirely 
to  inspection  to  check  for  performance  of  an  operd^ion,  or  quality, 
health  or  safety  of  a  project,  including  related  ectivities  such  as  in- 
spection for  possible  mislabelling,  misrepresentation  or  adulteration 
of  products. 

Class  T:  Ministerial  Projects.   Class  7  consists  of  projects  in  which 
the  agency  exercises  no  discretion  but  rather  acts  upon  a  given  state 
of  facts  in  a  prescribed  m.anner  in  obedience  to  a  statutory  or  regula- 
tory mandate.   In  these  projects  the  officer  or  agency  must  act  without 
regard  to  his  ovm  judgment  or  opinion  concerning  flie  propriety  or  wis- 
dom of  the  act  although  the  statute  or  regulation  may  require,  in  some 
degree,  a  construction  of  its  language  by  the  officer. 
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Class  8:   Threshold  Excnptions.  Agencies  by  rule  -mr   regulation,  with 
the  approval  of  the  secretary,  may  establish  speci3'ic  thre-sholds  of 
adverse  environmental  impact  for  specific  types  of  projects.   A  project 
which  has  no  adverse  environmental  impact  which  exceeds  such  a  threshold 
and  no  other  significant  environmental  dam.age  shall  be  categorically 
exempt . 

8.2  No  project  shall  qiialify  for  any  categorical  exemption  if  the  project 
would  be  located  in  a  particularlji"  sensitive  environmental  area  where 
an  otherwise  insignificant' impact  could  become  sigEificant,  or  if  it 
would  be  located  in  an  area  of  critical  environmental  concern  as  desig- 
nated by  the  secretary. 

8.3  No  series  of  projects  shall  qualify  for  any  categorical  exemption  if 
the  cumulative  impact  of  such  projects  is  significant.   In  the  case  of 
such  projects  resulting  in  significant  impact  a  combined  report  describ- 
ed in  regulation  k.    shall  be  used. 


9.   USE  OF  IMPACT  STATEl-IENTS  REQUIRED  BY  FEDERAL  LAW 

In  order  to  avoid  unnecessary  duplication  of  effort,  federal  impact 
statements  may  be  submitted  in  lieu  of  state  reports.   Such  statements 
shall,  however,  be  circulated  and  reviewed  as  required  by  these  or 
other  applicable  state  regulations. 

10.  JUDICIAL  REVIEW 

No  legal  action  based  on  a  failure  to  comply  with  t&cse  regulations  or 
with  C.30,  s.62  may  be  filed  unless  such  action  is  filed  no  later  than 
sixty  days  after  the  date  of  publication  of  the  final  environmental  impact 
report  as  defined  in  regulation  7.7;  provided,  howeyer,  that  a  legal 
action  which 'Is  brought  pursuant  to  Chapter  214,  section  lOA  of  the 
General  Laws  may  be  brought  if  the  notice  required  By  paragraph  four  of 
that  section  is  filed  within  such  sixty  day  period. 

11.  JOINT  APPROVAL  OF  SELECTION  OF  CONSULTANTS 

An  agency  proposing  to  have  outside  professionals  bu  aid  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  an  environmental  impact  report  including  reports  submitted  pur- 
suant to  regulation  9.  shall  submit  the  name  of  suck  consultant  and  a 
statement  of  his  qualifications  by  professional  traiming  and  experience 
to  the  secretary  for  his  approval  as  may  be  required  by  forms  for  this 
purpose  which  may  be  obtained  from  the  secretary. 


12.   POSTPONED  EFFECTIVENESS  OF  CERTAIN  REQULATIONS 

Between  July  1,  1973  and  September  30,  1973,  the  waiting  periods  required 
by  regulations  7.4,  7.9  and  7.10  shall  not  prevent  the  commencement  of 
any  project  provided  that  the  agency  is  othen\7ise  in   compliance  with  the 
provisions  of  these  regulations. 
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13.   NON-RETROACTIVE  APPLICATION 

These  regulations  shall  not  apply  to  projects  which  have  commenced  before 
July  1,  1973.   The  secretaries  of  the  executive  offices  shall,  with  the 
approval  of  the  secretary,  and  agencies  not  within  said  executive  offices 
may,  further  define  the  word  "commenced"  "by  identifying  hy  rules  and 
regulations  which  projects  or  categories  of  projects  shall  be  subject  to 
C. 30,3.62.   Such  regulations  shall  specifically  identify  a  uniform  phase 
or  point,  the  completion  or  attainment  of  which  commits  the  agency  to 
the  ultimate  completion  of  a  specifically  planned  activity.   Projects 
shall  be  deemed  to  have  commenced  when  the  agency  has  undertaken  a  con- 
tinuous program  of  action  or  construction  or  has  entered  into  a  binding 
agreement  or  other  obligation  to  undertake  and  complete  a  continuous 
program  of  action  or  construction. 

Ik.     DISCRETIONARY  AUTHORITY 

If,  at  any  time  before  the  period  for  judicial  review  of  compliance  with 
these  regulations  has  expired,  the  secretary  has  reason  to  believe  that 
the  facts  or  circumstances  concerning  any  project  as  presented  in  any 
form  or  report  required  by  these  regulations  are  not  as  were  presented, 
or  have  changed,  or  that  additional  information  is  necessary  for  any  other 
reason,  he  may  require  an  amendment  or  change  in  any  such  form  or  report, 
or  the  preparation  of  a  new  or  additional  form  or  report. 


15.   SEVERABILITY 

If  any  provision  of  these  regulations  or  the  application  thereof  is  held 
to  be  invalid,  such  invalidity  shall  not  affect  other  provisions  or  the 
application  of  any  other  part  of  these  regulations  not  specifically  held 
invalid,  and  to  this  end  the  provisions  of  these  reg\ilations  and  the 
various  applications  thereof  are  declared  to  be  severable. 
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ATPENDIX  A 
ENVIRONMENTAL  ASSESSMENT  FOPvM 


This  form  is  provided  to  assist  you  in  determining  vjhether  a  proposed 
project  could  cause  significant  environmental  damage  and  thus  require  an 
environmental  impact  report. 


EXECUTIVE  OFFICE  DEPART^!ENT 


DIVISION  OTHER 


PROJECT  IDENTIFICATION 


PREDICTED  DATES:   Commencement Completion 

PROJECTED  COST 

I.   Background  Information 

►  1.   Give  a  brief  description  of  the  proposed  projects(s),  and  describe  how 
your  agency  is  involved  in  the  project. 


2.   Describe  the  geographical  area  or  areas  which  will  be  affected  by  the 
project(s),  including  distinguishing  natural  and  can-made  characteris- 
tics, and  a  brief  description  of  the  present  use  of  the  area  or  areas. 


II.   Assessment  of  Environmental  Damage 

Answer  the  following  questions  by  placing  a  check  in  the  appropriate 
space;  consider  both  short  and  long  term  dam.age.   vrnerever  "No"  is 
checked,  indicate  on  the  lines  below  the  question  why  there  will  be  no 
significant  damage. 

Short   Long 

Term    Term 

Yes  No  Yes_  No 

1.   Could  the  project (s)  affect  the  use  of  a  recreational 

area  or  area  of  important  aesthetic  value?  


Are  any  of  the  natural  or  man-made  features  in  affected 
area(s)  unique;  that  is,  not  found  in  other  parts  of  the 
Commonwealth  or  nation? 


3.   Could  the  project (s)  affect  an  historical  or  archaeolo- 
gical structure  or  site? 


Could  the  project (s)  affect  the  potential  use,  extrac- 
tion, or  conservation  of  a  scarce  natural  resource? 


5.   Does  the  project (s)  area  serve  as  a  habitat,  food  source, 
nesting  place,  source  of  water,  etc.  for  rare  or  endan- 
gered vzildlife  or  fish  species? 


Could  the  project(s)  affect  fish,  wildlife,  or  plant 
life? 


Short   Long 

Term    Term 

Yes  No  Yes  No 


Are  there  any  rare  or  endangered  plant  species  in  the 
affected  area(s)? 


Could  the  project (s)  change  existing  features  of  any  of 
the  Commonv-ealth '  s  fresh  or  salt  v/aters  or  wetlands? 


9.   Could  the  project (s)  change  existing  features  of  any  of 
the  Commonwealth's  beaches? 


10.   Could  the  project (s)  result  in  the  elimination  of  land 
presently  utilized  for  agricultural  purposes? 


11.   Will  the  project(s)  require  a  variance  from,  or  result 
in  a  violation  of,  any  statute,  ordinance,  by-law, 
regulation  or  standard,  the  major  purpose  of  which  is 
to  prevent  or  minimize  damage  to  the  environment? 


12.   Will  the  project(s)  require  certification,  authoriza- 
tion or  Issuance  of  a  permit  by  any  local,  state  or 
federal  environmental  control  agency? 


Short   Long 

Term    Term 

Yes  No  Yes  No 


13.   Will  the  project (s)  involve  the  application,  use  or 
disposal  of  potentially  hazardous  materials? 


14.   Will  the  project(s)  involve  construction  of  facilities 
in  a  flood  plain? 


15.   Could  the  project (s)  result  in  the  generation  of  signi- 
ficant amounts  of  noise? 


16.   Could  the  project (s)  result  in  the  generation  of  signi- 
ficant amounts  of  dust? 


17.   Will  the  project (s)  involve  the  burning  of  brush,  trees, 
construction  materials ,  etc.? 


18.   Could  the  project (s)  result  in  a  deleterious  effect  en 
the  quality  of  any  portion  of  the  state's  air  or  water 
resources?   (If  yes,  indicate  whether  surface,  ground 
water,  offshore) 


Short   Long 

Terra    Term 

Yes  No  Yes  No 


19.   Could  the  project (s)  affect  an  area  of  important 
scenic  value? 


20.   Will  the  project  result  in  any  form  of  environmental 
damage  not  included  in  the  above  questions? 


III.   Statement  of  No  Significant  Environmental  Effects 

A  "yes"  ansv.'er  to  any  of  the  questions  in  Section  II  indicates  that  the 
project  may  cause  significant  environmental  damage,  and  that  an  EIR  will 
probably  be  required.   If  you  have  answered  "yes"  to  one  or  more  of  the 
questions,  but  still  think  the  project  will  cause  no  significant  environ- 
mental damage,  indicate  your  reasons  below. 


IV.   Conclusions 

Place  a  check  in  the  appropriate  box. 

1.  (  )   It  has  been  determined  that  the  project  will  not  cause  significant 

environmental  damage.   No  further  reports  v/ill  be  filed. 

2.  (  )   It  has  been  determined  that  the  project  may  cause  significant 

environmental  damage.   A  draft  environmental  impact  report  will  be 
submitted  on (approximate  date)  . 


The  draft  report  will  be; 


3.   (  )  Standard 


4.   (  )  Extensive 


(  )  Combined 


6.   Joint,  in  participation  with 


,  with 


_designated  as  the  lead  agency. 


Signature  of  Preparing  Officer 

Title_ 
Address 
Telephone 


APPENDIX  B 


LIST  OF  DESIGNATED  AGENCIES 


The  following  list  contains  the  names  of  agtncies  designated  by  the  secretary 
as  having  special  expertise  or  jurisdiction  by  law  in  the  areas  listed.   Agen- 
cies shall  as  provided  in  section  3.2  circulate  copies  of  Negative  Assessments 
to  all  agencies  listed.   If  an  agency  is  listed  in  more  than  one  category,  it 
need  receive  only  one  copy  of  a  Negative  Assessment  forra.   Draft  and  final 
reports  shall,  as  provided  in  sections  7.2  and  7.7,  be  circulated  to  only  those 
agencies  lip.fed  in  category  A.   The  State  Clearinghouse  shall  be  provided 
with  sufficient  copies  of  such  reports  to  enable  the  Clearinghouse  to  coordinate 
the  review  of  such  reports  by  all  appropriate  agencies  in  category  B,  or 
otherv;ise  known  to  the  Clearinghouse.   Agencies  are  also  encouraged  to  use  the 
list  as  a  resource  for  information  to  help  them  assess  im.pact  and  alternatives. 

In  addition  to  the  agencies  listed  below,  any  group  may,  upon  presentation  to 
the  Secretary  of  a  petition  with  fifty  signatures  of  residents  of  the  Common- 
wealth, request  to  be  placed  in  one  or  more  of  the  listed  categories  to  receive 
copies  of  documents  related  to  those  impacts.   Every  six  months,  on  January  1 
and  July  1,  the  Secretary  will  publish  an  updated  list  of  agencies  and  groups, 
and  all  documents  shall  be  circulated  to  those  agencies  and  groups  on  the  most 
recent  list. 


Category  A 


Secretary 

Executive  Office  of  Environmental  Affairs 

18  Trem.ont  Street 

Boston,  Mass.     727-7700 

State  Clearinghouse 
100  Cambridge  Street 
Boston,  Mass. 

Attorney  General 
State  House 
Boston,  Mass. 

Appropriate  Regional  Planning  Commission(s) 

Metropolitan  Area  Planning  Council 

Richard  Doherty,  Director 

4A  School  Street 

Boston,  Mass.  02108    523-2A54 

Merrimack  Valley  Planning  Commission 
Richard  Long,  Director 
A77  Essex  Street 
Lawrence,  Mass.   01840 


Northern  Middlesex  Area  Commission 
Joseph  Hannon,  Director 
117  Perry  Street 
Lowell,  Mass.   01852 

Old  Colony  Planning  Council 
Daniel  M.  Crane,  Director 
232  liain  Street 
Brockton,  li'ass.    583-1833 

Southeastern  Regional  Planning  &  Economic 
Development  District 
William  D.  Toole,  Director 
68  Winthrop  Street 
Taunton,  Mass.   02780 

Cape  Cod  Planning  &  Economic  Development 

Commission 

Norraan  Cook,  Director 

First  District  Court  House 

Barnstable,  Mass,   362-2511  x471 

Dukes  County  Planning  &  Economic  Development 

Commission 

Alexander  D.  Fittinghoff 

Box  1488 

Vineyard  Haven,  Mass.   02568 

Central  Mass.  Regional  Planning  Commission 

David  Kellogg 

70  Elm  Street 

Worcester,  Mass.   01609    756-7717 

Montachusett  Regional  Planning  Commission 
John  Pobst,  Director 
27  Myrtle  Street 
Fitchburg,  Mass.   345-7376 

Franklin  County  Department  of  Planning 

Frederick  Muehl,  Director 

Court  House 

Greenfield,  Mass.  01301   413-773-3003 

Lower  Pioneer  Valley  Regional  Planning  Commission 

K.  M.  Munnich,  Director 

1499  Memorial  Avenue 

W.  Springfield,  Mass.   01089   413-739-5383 

Berkshire  County  Regional  Planning  Commission 

Karl  Heckler,  Director 

8  Bank  Row 

Pittsfield,  Mass.  01201    413-442-8303 


Category  B 

AGRICULTURE 

Agricultural  Land 

Department  of  Agriculture 

Agricultural  Plant  and  Animal  Life 

Send  to  appropriate  division  in  Department  of  Agriculture 

Division  of  Animal  Health 

Division  of  Dairying  &  Animal  Husbandry 

Division  of  Plant  Pest  Control 

Division  of  Poultry  &  Poultry  Products 

AIR 

Air  Quality  and  Air  Pollution  Control 

Department  of  Public  Health 

Division  of  Environmental  Health: 

Air  Pollution  Control  Districts  (send  report  to 
appropriate  district) 

Metropolitan  Air  Pollution  Control  District 
Southeast  Massachusetts  APCD 
Lower  Pioneer  Valley  APCD 
Merrimack  Valley  APCD 
Central  Massachusetts  APCD 

Climate  Control 

Department  of  Natural  Resources 

ENERGY 

Energy  Conservation 

Department  of  Public  Utilities 
State  Building  Code  Commission 

Environmental  Aspects  of  Energy  Development,  Generation  and  Transmission 

Department  of  Natural  Resources 

Division  of  Water  Pollution  Control 

If  it  is  a  Metropolitan  Area  Project: 


h. 


Metropolitan  District  Commission: 

Water  Division 
Planning  Section 

Department  of  Public  Health: 

Bureau  of  Air  Quality  Control 
Air  Pollution  Control  Districts 

(Send  to  appropriate  district  as  listed  under  Air 
Pollution  and  Air  Quality  Control) 

Department  of  Public  Utilities 

HAZARDOUS  SUBSTAiqCES 

Radiation 

Department  of  Public  Health 

Herbicides,  Pesticides,  and  Pest  Control 

Department  of  Agriculture: 

Division  of  Plant  Pest  Control 
Pesticide  Board 

Transportation  &  Handling.,  of  Hazardous  Materials 

Department  of  Public  Safety 

Department  of  Public  Health 

LAND  USE  AND  MANAGEMENT 

Land  Use 

Department  of  Administration  and  Finance: 

Office  of  State  Planning  and  Management 
Department  of  Community  Affairs 
Department  of  Commerce  and  Development 

Wetlands,  Floodplains,  Estuaries,  Watersheds  and  Beaches 
Department  of  Natural  Resources: 

Division  of  Conservation  Services 
Department  of  Public  Works: 

Waterways  Division 


5. 


Historic  and  Archeological  Sites 
Massachusetts  Historical  Conmiission 
Department  of  Natural  Resources: 

Division  of  Conservation  Services 
Parks,  Forests,  and  Outdoor  Recreation 
Department  of  Natural  Resources : 

Division  of  Forests  and  Parks 
Metropolitan  District  Commission: 

Recreation  Section 

Park  Engineering  Division 

Registry  of  Motor  Vehicles: 

Division  of  Marine  &  Recreational  Vehicles 
Mineral  Resources 
Department  of  Natural  Resources: 

Division  of  Mineral  Resources 

Soil  and  Plant  Life,  Sediment ation,  Erosion  &  Hydrologic  Conditions 

(also  Geologic) 

Department  of  Natural  Resources: 

Division  of  Forests  and  Parks 
Division  of  Water  Resources 

Department  of  Public  Works: 

Research  &  Materials  Section 
Soils  &  Foundation  Engineer 
State  Geologist 

Visual  Pollution 

Department  of  Natural  Resources : 

Outdoor  Advertising  Division 

Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 


NOISE  CONTROL  AND  ABATEMENT 

Department  of  Public  Health: 

Division  of  Air  Pollution/Radiological  Health 
and  Appi-opriate  APCD 

TRANSPORTATION  &  CONGESTION 

Department  of  Public  Works: 

When  appropriate,  the  following  agencies  should  be  notified: 

Massachusetts  Bay  Transportation  Authority 
Massachusetts  Turnpike  Authority 
Massachusetts  Port  Authority 

URBAN  EFFECTS 

Department  of  Community  Affairs : 

Office  of  Municipal  Affairs 
WATER 

Water  Quality  &  Water  Pollution  Control 

Department  of  Natural  Resources: 

Water  Resources  Commission 
Division  of  Water  Pollution  Control 

Department  of  Public  Health: 

Bureau  of  Water  Supply  &  Water  Quality 

Marine  Pollution  &  Shellfish  Sanitation 

Department  of  Natural  Resources : 

Division  of  Water  Pollution  Control 
Division  of  Marine  Fisheries 

Department  of  Public  Health 

River  Regulation  &  Stream  Channelization 

Department  of  Public  Works 

Division  of  Waterways 


Sanitation  and  Waste  Systems 
Department  of  Public  Works: 

Bureau  of  Solid  Waste 
Department  of  Public  Health: 

Division  of  Environmental  Health 

Bureau  of  Community  Sanitation 
When  appropriate: 
Metropolitan  District  Commission: 

Sewage  Division 

Shellfish  Sanitation 

Department  of  Public  Health: 

Division  of  Environmental  Health 

Bureau  of  Water  Supply  and  Water  Quality 

WILDLIFE 

Department  of  Natural  Resources : 

Division  of  Fish  and  Game 

Bureau  of  Wildlife  Research  and  Management 


FINDINGS  PURSUANT  TO  GENERAL  LAWS,  CHAPTER  30,  SECTION  6 


The  Secretary  of  the  Executive  Office  of  Environmental  Affairs  hereby  makes 
the  folio-wing  findings  with  respect  to  the  adoption  of  these  regulations. 

1.  These  regulations  will  result  in  a  beneficial  impact  on  the  envir- 
onment in  that  they  will  require  all  state  projects,  as  defined 
therein,  which  may  involve  significant  damage  toUie  environment 

to  be  carefully  evaluated  by  state  agencies.  As  reason  and  evidence 
for  this  finding,  said  regulations  are  incorporated  herein  by  ref- 
erence. 

2.  In  promulgating  these  regulations  the  Secretary  has  taken  all  feas- 
ible means  and  measures  to  minimize  or  avoid  environmental  impact . 
These  regulations  have  been  adopted  after  careful  study  and  oppor- 
tunity for  comment  by  agencies  and  the  general  public,  and  as  reason 
and  evidence  for  this  finding,  said  regulations  are  incorporated 
herein  by  reference,  and  as  further  reason  and  evidence  the  Secretary 
will  make  available  for  inspection  copies  of  the  transcript  of  the 
public  hearing  held  on  June  11,  1973  and  copies  of  other  documents 
related  to  the  preparation  of  said  regulations. 


■^   "^S 


Charles  H.  W.  Foster 

Secretary  of  Environmental  Affairs 


DOS  M  O  .f 

Mass  Exec.  Office  of  Environ- 
mental Affairs. 

Regulations  to  create  a  uni- 
form system  for  the  prepara- 
tion of  environmental  impact 
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of 


environmental  impact  reports. 


